
  August 24, 2026 Special Meeting 

 

EUGENE CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 
August 24, 2026 

5:30 p.m. CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING  

 City Council meetings will continue to be held in virtual format using virtual meeting 

technology. Information about online or other options for access and participation will be 

available at https://www.eugene-or.gov/3360/Webcasts-and-Meeting-Materials 

Meeting of August 24, 2026; 

Her Honor Mayor Kaarin Knudson Presiding 

            Councilors 

Lyndsie Leech, President         Eliza Kashinsky, Vice President 

     Jennifer Yeh                  Alan Zelenka     

     Mike Clark                        Greg Evans 

     Randy Groves             Matt Keating 

5:30 p.m. CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING  

1. SPECIAL MEETING: Presentation of Initiative Petition 2026-1 to Council 
 
The Eugene City Council welcomes your interest in these agenda items. This meeting location is wheelchair-accessible. For the 

hearing impaired, an interpreter can be provided with 48 hours' notice prior to the meeting. Spanish-language interpretation will also 

be provided with 48 hours' notice. To arrange for these services, contact the receptionist at 541-682-5010. City Council meetings 

are telecast live on Metro Television, Comcast channel 21, and rebroadcast later in the week. 

 
El consejo de la Ciudad de Eugene agradece su interés en estos asuntos de la agenda. El lugar de la reunión tiene acceso para sillas 

de ruedas. Se puede proveer a un intérprete para las personas con discapacidad auditiva si avisa con 48 horas de anticipación. 

También se puede proveer interpretación para español si avisa con 48 horas de anticipación. Para reservar estos servicios llame al 

541-682-5010. Las reuniones del consejo de la ciudad se transmiten en vivo por Metro Television, Canal 21 de Comcast y son 

retransmitidas durante la semana. 

 

For more information, contact the Council Coordinator at 541-682-5010, 

or visit us online at www.eugene-or.gov. 

https://www.eugene-or.gov/3360/Webcasts-and-Meeting-Materials
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EUGENE CITY COUNCIL 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 
  

Special Meeting: Presentation of Initiative Petition 2026-1 to Council  
 
Meeting Date: August 24, 2026  Agenda Item Number: 1 

Department: Central Services  Staff Contact: Katie LaSala 

www.eugene-or.gov  Phone: 541-682-5882 

ISSUE STATEMENT 

The purpose of this item is to present the certified initiative petition 2026-1 to Council for 

consideration pursuant to Eugene Code 2.980. This work session is informational only. Council may 

choose to take action at or after this work session. 

BACKGROUND 

A prospective initiative petition was filed with the City Recorder’s Office on February 20, 2026, 

regarding an ordinance to establish Licensure of Large Retailers to Finance a Clean Energy Fund 

(Proposed legislation included as Attachment A; final ballot title included as Attachment B).  

Chief Petitioners started collecting signatures on April 16, 2026. Per Eugene Code (E.C.) 2.974(d), 

the completed petition must be submitted to the City Recorder for signature verifications no later 

than 100 days after the date of the first signature on the petition. On July 21, 2026, the Chief 

Petitioners submitted their signature sheets for validation, meeting the deadline set out by code.  

On August 4, 2026, the City Recorder’s Office received notice from Lane County Elections, stating 

that the results of the statistical sample of signatures showed that the petition contained the 

required 8,726 valid signatures to refer the measure to the ballot (8,746.39 valid signatures 

estimated via sampling, see results in Attachment C).   

On August 5, 2026, the City Recorder certified the completed initiative petition.   

Based on the timing of certification, the petition has qualified for the November 3, 2026 election, 

which is the next available regular election date. 

E.C. 2.980 outlines the options available to council regarding a completed initiative petition, with 

the availability of some options dependent on the completion date of the initiative petition. EC 

2.980 states:  

(1) No later than 20 days after the city recorder certifies a completed initiative or referendum 

petition, the city manager shall present the petition to the council for consideration. At that 

time, or thereafter, the council may: 

a. Adopt an ordinance proposed by an initiative petition; 

b. [Applicable only to Referendum Petitions] 

c. Vote to urge adoption or defeat of the initiated or referred measure; 
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d. Order submission of an alternative measure or measures to be voted upon at the same

election as the initiated or referred measure.

(2) During the 61 day period prior to an election on an initiative or referendum measure the

council shall refrain from adopting an ordinance proposed by an initiative petition or

repealing an ordinance referred by a referendum petition.

COUNCIL OPTIONS 

Based on the completion date of this initiative petition, Council has the option of either urging 

adoption/defeat as described in EC 2.980(1)(c) or taking no action.   

ATTACHMENTS 

A. Proposed Legislation

B. Final Ballot Title for Petition 2026-1

C. Memo to Council on Petition 2026-1 Signature Validations (including results from Lane

County Elections Statistical Sampling)

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Staff Contact: Katie LaSala, City Recorder 

Phone:  541-682-5882

Staff E-Mail: klasala@eugene-or.gov 
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Ballot Title 

Caption: Licensure of Large Retailers to Finance a Clean Energy Fund 

Question: Shall voters adopt ordinance imposing on large retailers a licensing requirement 

and 2% fee to finance a clean energy fund? 

Summary: The proposed ordinance would amend the Eugene code to, beginning January 1, 

2029, require large retailers to obtain a license and pay an annual 2% license fee 

on gross profits from retail sales within the City. The ordinance defines “large 

retailer” as one engaged in retail sales in Eugene with gross profits exceeding 

$1,000,000,000 nationally and $500,000 in Eugene, excluding contractors, 

utilities, cooperatives, and credit unions. Gross profits from retail sales upon 

which the 2% is calculated would not include sales of most groceries, medicines, 

residential garbage and recycling services, and health care services. The 

proposed ordinance would require proceeds from the license fee to be placed in 

a “Eugene Clean Energy Fund” dedicated to funding renewable energy and 

energy efficiency programs; clean energy job training, apprenticeships, and 

contractor support; green infrastructure programs; future innovation; and fund 

administration (not to exceed 10% starting in 2030). The ordinance would 

require an expert committee to recommend use of funds, evaluate effectiveness 

of fund, and ensure work funded is performed by historically disadvantaged 

groups. 
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Memorandum 

Date: August 5, 2026 

To: Mayor Knudson and City Council 

From: Katie LaSala, City Recorder & Local Elections Official 
541-682-5882

Subject: Signature Validation Process for Initiative Petition 2026-1 Completed 

This memo is to update you on the progress of Initiative Petition 2026-1, regarding an ordinance for 
licensure of large retailers to finance a Clean Energy Fund. 

The City Recorder’s Office received notice from Lane County Elections on Tuesday August 4, 2026, stating 
that their statistical sample of signatures shows the petition does contain the required 8,726 valid 
signatures to qualify to the ballot (8,746.39 valid signatures estimated utilizing the statistical sampling 
methodology outlined in OAR 165-014-0110). 

As the City of Eugene’s local elections official, I certified initiative petition 2026-1 as completed today and 
that it qualifies for the November 3, 2026 General Election.  

Per E.C. 2.980, no later than 20 days after my certification the City Manager must present the petition to 
Council for consideration. Due to council break, a virtual special meeting will be scheduled related to 
petition 2026-1 before the fall session begins. 

At your special meeting you will be presented with the relevant options outlined in E.C. 2.980 for 
discussion. 

More information will be provided at your upcoming special meeting. 

Attachment: 
Lane County Elections – Certified Results and Signature Verification Worksheet
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Secretary of State
Elections Division

Formula Worksheet
OAR 165-014-0110

2

4 Required Number R 8,726
5

6 Date 7/30/2026
7 Description Notation Number % of Sub F
8 Submission  F size NF 14,308 100.00%
9 Sample F1

10 Sample size nF 1,431 10.00%
11 # valid signatures yF1 991
12 Electors with multiple signatures
13 # pairs FF1 15
14 # triplicates FFF1

16 Equations
17 Expansion factor FF1= NF1/nF1 9.9986
18 # valid signatures YF1= FF1*yF1 9,908.61 69.25%
19 # multiple signatures DF1 = See Equations 1,499.58 10.48%
20 # valid signatures in Sample F1 MF1 = YF1 - DF1 8,409.03 58.77%
21 Margin of Error (95% confidence level) MOE = See Equations 656.43 4.59%

23 Lower confidence limit for M ML = MF1 - MOE 7,752.61 54.18%
24 Is ML >=  required number: 8,726 No -973.39

26 Stage 2: Verify Second Sample from Submission F
27 Date 8/3/2026
28 Description Notation Number % of Sub F
29 Sample F2
30 Sample size nF2 1,432 10.01%
31 # valid signatures yF2 1,035
32 Electors with multiple signatures
33 # pairs FF2 39
34 # triplicates FFF2 1

36 Sample F (combined sample)
37 Sample size nF = nF1 + nF2 2,863 20.01%
38 # valid signatures yF = yF1 + yF2 2,026
39 Electors with multiple signatures
40 #pairs eF2 = FF1 + FF2 54
41 #triplicates eF3 = FFF1 + FFF2 1

43 Equations
44 Expansion factor FF = NF/nF 4.9976
45 # valid signatures YF = FF*yF 10,125.05 70.76%
46 # multiple signatures in Submission F DF = See Equations 1,378.65 9.64%
47 # electors signing Submission F MF = YF - DF 8,746.39 61.13%
48 Is MF >=  required number: 8,726 Yes 20.39

Submission F

Stage 1: Verify First Sample from Submission F
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