
MINUTES

CityCouncil
CouncilChamber—EugeneCityHall
777PearlStreet—Eugene, Oregon

June14, 2010
7:30p.m.  

COUNCILORSPRESENT:  MikeClark, BettyTaylor, JenniferSolomon, GeorgePoling, Andrea
Ortiz, ChrisPryor, AlanZelenka, GeorgeBrown, members.    

HerHonorMayorKittyPiercycalledthemeetingoftheEugeneCityCounciltoorder.    

1.  PUBLICFORUM

MayorPiercyreviewedtherulesforthepublicforum.    

JudithVan, 89326OldCoburgRoad, discussedherexperiencewiththeCity’sassessmentpolicies.  She
saidwhentheCityimprovedherstreetithadchangedthecharacterofthestreet, resultedintheremovalof
trees, andforcedhertomovefoundationplantsatpersonalcost.  ShewasalsorequiredtoannextotheCity
andtounnecessarilyconnecttoCitysewersataveryhighcost.  Shehadsufferedfromahigh-handed,  
dictatorial, andrudeCityengineer.  Subcontractorsbrokeherwaterpipe, leavingherwithanextremely
highwaterbillforwhichshewasneverreimbursed, andnooneattheCitywouldtalktoheraboutit.  City
staffhadmademistakesintheassessmentofherpropertyandshewastoldtoanticipateadditional
assessmentsandthreatenedwithalien.  Whenhermotherbecameill, Ms. Vanhadwishedtoconstructa
smalldwellingtohouseherandhadappliedtopartitiontheproperty.  Shehadlearnedthecostwouldbeso
highthatshecouldnotaffordit, andlostanother $7,700.  Sheconsidereditmoneythrownaway.  Ms. Van
toldthecouncilitwasnotdoingagoodjob.    

MarySalinas GeneralDelivery, 97401, identifiedherselfasaspokespersonforthehomeless.  She
objectedtoaCitytaskforcerecommendationthatthosewithsmalloffensescleanupdowntownaspartof
theircommunityservicebecauseshebelievedthecrewswouldincludesexoffendersandviolentcriminals
whocouldharmthehomeless.  SheassertedthattheCityhad “sentsexoffenderstotheEugeneMission,”  
whichhadhomelesswomenandchildren, foryears.  SheaskedhowtheCitycouldfailtocareabout
homelesswomenandchildren.  ShefurtherassertedthatMayorPiercyhadvisiteddowntownEugene
withoutseeingthehomelessyouth.       

DanielCooper discussedhispositiveandnegativeexperienceswiththeCity’semergencyservices
personnel.    

PlanetGlassberg POBox11011, Eugene, askedthecounciltoplaceameasurelimitingtaseruseonthe
ballot.  Shesaidtaserscouldkillpeopleevenwhenusedcorrectly.  Thosemostlikelytobetaseredwere
alsothosemostlikelytodieorbedisabled.  Therewasnowaytotellwhowouldbepermanentlyaffected
bytasers.  Sheaverredthatsomeofficersfoundthetasertooconvenienttouseincontrollingdifficult
situations.  Shereviewedtheparametersofaballotmeasure, whichwoulddefinetasersasadeadlyweapon
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torestrictitsuse.  Themeasurewouldalsoprecludetheuseoftaserstopunishandintimidatethosenot
doinganythingseriousenoughtojustifydeathatthehandsofanofficer, andallowcitizenstoregulate
tasers.      
Ms. GlassbergsaidinOctober2007, theAmericanCivilLibertiesUnion (ACLU) ofOregonrecommended
thatlawenforcementagenciesthatemployedtasersshouldusethemsubjecttostrictlimitationssuitablefor
aweaponthatcouldresultinfatalities.  TheACLUfurtherrecommendedthatlawenforcementagencies
shouldemphasizetrainingandnon-violenttechniquestominimizethecircumstancesinwhichtasersmight
bedeployed.      

CharlotteBehm Springfield, endorsedthenamingoftheWillamette/I-5BridgetoWhilamutPassageand
thankedthecouncilforconsideringthenameduringitsdeliberationontheConsentCalendar.      

CarolBerg-Caldwell 2510AugustaStreet, sharedapoemwiththecouncilcriticalofthePolice
Department’spublicsafetyeffortsdowntown.     

thChrisCalef East35 Street, saidhehadmanygoodexperienceswiththeEugenePoliceDepartment
EPD) andthemajorityofofficerswererespectfulandpolite.  Hewasconcernedabouttheother10

percent, whocausedthemajorityoftheproblem.  Heaverredthatthoseofficerswerenotdisciplinedand
furtherassertedthatEugeneofficerswerenotfiredforfailuretodotheirjobunlesstheyrapedsomeone.   
Hesaidwithoutaccountability, therewouldbecontinuedcommunitytrustissues.  Speakingtothesubject
oftasers, Mr. Taylorsaidthatofficerswouldusetaserswithoutfacingdeadlyforce.  Heurgedthecouncil
toplaceameasurelimitingtasersontheballot.    

RandyPrince POBox927, Eugene, identifiedhimselfasthechiefproponentforaballotmeasuretolimit
taseruse.  Hecalledonthecounciltoadoptanordinancetocurbtaseruse.  Hebelievedthatthe
communityapprovedtheuseoftasersonlywhentheiruserepresentedachancetoreducedeadlyforce.  He
saidthecouncil’sactioninadoptingthePoliceCommission’spolicyrecommendationinregardtotasers
wasnotinaccordwiththeopinionsofthosehespoketo.  Thecouncil’sdeliberationsdidnotconsiderthe
rangeofoptions, suchasbanningtasersoramoratoriumontheiruse.  Therecommendationswerefrom
thestaffperspectiveonly.  Hesaidthatpoliceofficershavedifferentintereststhanthecommunity.  They
wantedtobefreefrombullyingofficersanddeathbytaser.  Hesaidthecouncil’sjobwastorepresentthe
citizens’ interests.    

thBarbaraEdmonds 27 AvenueandMcMillanStreet, askedthecounciltoplaceameasurelimitingthe
useoftasersontheballot.  ShereviewedalettershehadwrittentotheeditorofTheRegister-Guardin
supportofherpositionassertingthatabusesofpoweroccurredintheEugenePoliceDepartmentand
officersknewbutwouldnotadmitit.  Shesaidthatshewouldsupporttasersifitwastruethattheywere
usedonlywhenanofficerwouldotherwiseuseagun.  However, shedidnotthinkthatwasthecase.  Ms.  
Edmondsassertedthattaserswereusedbyofficersasanalternativetophysicalrestraintandtoinflict
punishment. Shequestionedwhethergunsratherthantaserswouldhavebeenusedinrecenthigh-profile
incidentsinvolvingthepolice.  Shesuggestedthatiftheofficerswouldhadnothavedeployedgunsinthose
instances, theyshouldnothaveusedtasers.  Shesaidthatcitizenscouldnottrustofficerstopolice
themselves, andshecalledonthecounciltosetlimitsontaseruseandtoholdofficerswhoabusedtheir
authorityaccountable.  

Ms. Edmondssharedtheresultofaninformalpollsheconductedofnearly100people, avastmajorityof
whofavoredherposition.   
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BrianKeithMason 1458MossStreet, #102, amemberoftheEugeneHumanRightsCommission
HRC), saidthatbasedonrecentevents, hebelievedtheactionsofthecommissionwereatoddswithits

charterresponsibility.  Amajorityofcommissionerswereseekingtodismissanothercommissionerandhe
hadbecomeconvincedtherewasnobasisforthataction.  Hethoughtaconflictofpersonalitiesexisted,  
andthatonemember’spassionforprocesswasmistakenforracism.  Mr. Masonbelievedthathisfellow
commissionershadchosentherouteofleastresistanceandhaddecidedtocondemnamemberwithout
hearingareportontheincident.  Heobjectedtothatashebelievedthatthecommissionersshouldbea
watchdogforallcitizens, colorblind, tolerant, gender-neutral, andmustshowcourageofcharacterby
refusingtoperpetuatebiasinanyform.  Mr. Masonwantedtoprotectthevoicesofdissentintheranksof
theHRC.  Heaskedthecounciltorejectthecommission’srequestthatitdismisstheindividualinquestion
andthatitdirecttheHRCtoresolveitsinternaldispute.    

RuthDuemler 1745FircrestDrive, Eugene, supportedtheEugenePoliceDepartment’suseoftasersbut
alsosupportedputtingameasureontheballottolimitthatuse.  Shehadcollectedsignaturesforthe
measureandhadneverfounditsoeasytocollectsignatures.  Everyonesheknewregrettedwhathad
happenedinregardtotheuseoftasersinEugene.    

LaurieStern 1320LincolnStreet, aWesternEnvironmentalLawCenterintern, discussedhowtheState’s
newgraywatergoalscouldassistEugenetomeetitssustainabilitygoals.    

JoannErnst 1295BuckStreet, expressedappreciationfortheworkofthePoliceCommissiononthetaser
policybutdidnotfeelitwassufficient.  Sheassertedshesaw “confusedlooksonsomeofthecouncilors’  
faces” duringtheworksessionbecauseofthewordypolicy, whichshethoughtwasopento
misinterpretationbythePoliceDepartment.   Shebelievedthatallowingthedepartmenttousetaserson
thosedisplayingactiveresistancewouldleadtocontinuingabuse.    

SpeakingtoMayorPiercy’searliercommentsduringtheworksessionthatthecommunityhadsupported
theuseoftasersfollowingthedeathofRyanSalisbury, Ms. Ernstrecalledthatthecommunityadvocated
fortasersasanalternativetodeadlyforce.  Shehadcollected60signaturesforMr. Prince’spetitioninjust
afewdays.  Mostpeopleweresupportiveofdesignatingtasersasdeadlyforceinthesamewayasguns.   
Shethoughtthatmadesense.  Ms. ErnstchallengedthecounciltoputMr. Prince’spetitionontheballotto
seewhatthepublichadtosayabouttasers.   

RobertRoth Eugene, discussedhisbeliefthatthePoliceDepartment’sperceptionoftaserswas
entirelytoocasual.”  Hesaidtaserskilledpeoplesometimesbutitwasnotpossibletoknowwhowould

diefromtheeffectsofthetaseruntilsomeonewaskilled.  HecriticizedthePoliceCommissionforfailing
toapproachtheissuebyconsideringwhatsortofstandardwasappropriatefortheuseofthetaser; instead,  
thecommissionstartedfromtheviewpointthatthetaserwaslesslethalandmerelyratcheteddownthe
deadlyforcestandardbyeliminatingtheword “immediate.”  Thetasersometimesrepresenteddeadlyforce
andhadramificationsthatwerenotwell-understood, whichwaswhyAmnestyInternationalhadurgeda
moratoriumonitsuse.  Mr. Rothbelievedthecouncilshouldtakeresponsibilityforthepolicyandholda
publichearing.  Hebelievedthemostappropriateapproachwasamoratoriumpendingadoptionofthe
policy, andthatthemostappropriatepolicywouldlimittaserusetodeadlyforcesituations.   

KathyGing 2878HarrisStreet, urgedthecounciltoplaceameasurelimitingtaseruseontheballot.  She
notedthemanylawsuitsfiledbyvictimsoftasersandtheirrelatives.  Shesaidthatmanycommunity
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members, includingmanymiddle-classresidents, signedherpetitionandexpressedconcernabouttheuseof
tasersbythepolice.    

Ms. GingfurtherrecommendedthatthecouncilappointaliaisontoworkwithLaneCountystaffonthe
solarfinancialincentivesresearchthattheBoardofCountyCommissionerssupportedonMay18, 2010.   
Shesharedinformationaboutthepositiveimpactsofsolarenergy.    

thSamanthaChirillo 393017 Avenue, suggestedthatthecouncilandthecommunitywereatacrossroad
inregardtotheuseoftasers.  Shesaidthatshewasapetitionerandfewpeopleshespoketohadsecond
thoughtsaboutsigningthepetition.  Peopleunderstood “therewasaproblemhere” andthattherewas
completeinactiononthepartoftheCityCouncil.”  Shesuggestedthatcontinuedcouncilinactionhada
chillingeffect” onmembersoftheyouthcommunity, whowereseeingtheirpeersbeingrepeatedlyabused

withoutrepercussion.  Abusingofficersdidnotsufferconsequences.  Ms. Chirillosaidthatthedepartment
neededtrainingtoreprioritizeitscommunicationsnonviolently.  Shesaidthecouncilneededtogetonthe
sametrackasthecitizens.  Shecriticizedtheexclusionzoneordinanceadoptedbythecouncil, sayingit
merelyshiftedactivitiesanddeniedpeoplecivillibertieswhilefailingtoaddresspublicsafetyproblems.   
Sheaskedthecounciltoadoptthe “CurbTaser” ordinanceorletthevotersdecide.   

Drix HighStreet, saidhewaspresenttosharehisvisionforthecommunityinthepublicforumcreatedby
thecouncil.  HesaidtheforumremindedhimhowmuchofacommunityEugenewas.  Heacknowledged
residentsofhisneighborhoodsometimeshadtroubleconnectingandsuggestedthatwhenresidentswere
connected, theybecamea “We-Gene.”  Heinvitedotherstoattendtheforumandsharetheirvoice.  Hesaid
thatEugenewasthebestcommunityinthecountryandheencouragedeveryonetoworktogether.    

MayorPiercyclosedthePublicForum.    

MayorPiercyexpressedappreciationforthecommentsofMs. Salinas, andsaidthatshehadbeenactively
workingontheissueofhomelessnessforseveraldecadesandhadwalkedaroundwithhomelessyouth.  She
didnotgoanywherewithoutseeingthem.  Shedidnotthinkthattheyouthhadanythingtodowiththe
problemsdowntown, butthoughtthattheywouldbenefitfromincreasedpublicsafety.    

SpeakingtotheremarksofMr. Prince, MayorPiercysaidtheshiftinherviewsonthetaserpolicyhadto
dowithherconversationwiththeACLU.  Shehadbelievedthatthetasershouldonlybeusedinlieuof
guns, buttheACLUhadrecommendedthatthecouncilaccommodatesituationswheretaserusagecould
preventtheescalationtotheuseoflethalweapons.  ShetooktheACLU’sinputseriouslyandhadtakenit
intoconsiderationinherthinking.    

MayorPiercyacknowledgedthattheuseofataserwasseriousandcouldhaveseriousrepercussions.  If
thedepartmentwastousethem, itshouldusetheminalimitedway, seldomandcarefully.    

MayorPiercyindicatedthatthecouncilwasawareofthesituationmentionedbyMr. Masonandwas
workingonit.    

CouncilorZelenkabelievedMs. Salinas’ remarksdirectedtowardthemayorwereunfairandunfortunate.   
HesaidthatMayorPiercywasatirelessadvocateforthehomeless.    
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CouncilorZelenkanotedthattheACLUhadrecommendedthattheCityallowofficerstousetaserswhen
anindividualposedacrediblethreatofseriousphysicalinjurytothemselves, theofficer, oranotherperson.   
ThatwasreflectedintheCity’srevisedtaserpolicy.  Hethoughtthepolicybothlimitedtheuseoftasers
andaddressedsomeoftheambiguitythatpreviouslyexisted.  CouncilorZelenkasaidhehadsharedMayor
Piercy’searlierpositionbutnowagreedtherewerecircumstancesoutsideoftheapplicationofdeadlyforce
wheretaserusewasappropriate.  HethankedthePoliceCommissionforitsworkonthepolicy.  He
suggestedthatpeoplereadandunderstandthenewpolicybeforesigningthepetition.    

CouncilorOrtizwasconcernedaboutMs. Van’ssituation, andaskediftheCityplacedliensonproperty.   
CityManagerRuizindicatedhewouldresearchMs. Van’ssituationandprovidemoreinformation.    
CouncilorOrtizalsoexpressedconcernaboutMs. Salinas’ comments, particularlyastheyregardedthe
EugeneMission.  ShesaidtheEugeneMissiondiditsbesttomonitorthosewhouseditsfacilities.  The
CityhadnocontrolovertheEugeneMission, whichitdidnotsupportwithanyfunding.  Shebelievedthe
missiondidagoodjob.  Shepointedoutthatsexoffendersweretobefoundalloverthecommunity, not
justdowntown.    

SpeakingtothecommentsofMr. Mason, CouncilorOrtizexpressedappreciationforhisremarksbutwas
unsurewhatthecouncilcoulddo, giventhepoweroftheHRCtodismissitsownmembers.  Shehopedthat
theHRChadtoleranceforthedissentingpositionsofitsmembers.    

MayorPiercyclarifiedtheHRCcouldmakearecommendationtothecouncilaboutitsmembershipbut
couldnotdismissamember.   

CouncilorSolomonwasunsurewhatwasgoingoninregardtotheHRCandsaidshewouldliketoknow
moreabouttheincidentthatpromptedtheresignationoftheindividualinquestionfromthecommission.    

CouncilorSolomonalsowantedsomefollow-uponMs. Van’ssituation.    

NotingthattheHRCwouldmeetthefollowingday, MayorPiercysuggestedthatthecouncilwithhold
judgmentuntilthecommissionhadfinisheditsdiscussions.    

CouncilorTaylorthankedthosewhospokeaboutthesubjectoftasersandnotedherownsupportfora
moratoriumontheiruse.  ShesaidshehadnotreceivedtheinformationfromtheALCUthattheMayor
mentioned.    

CouncilorTaylorexpressedappreciationfortheremarksofMr. Mason.  Shealsowantedtoknowmore
abouthisconcerns.  ShealsowantedtolearnmoreaboutMs. Van’ssituation.    

MayorPiercyindicatedtheinputfromtheACLUshementionedwasbroughtforthattheCityClub.    

2.  CONSENTCALENDAR
A. ApprovalofCityCouncilMinutes

November9, 2009, WorkSession
January5, 2010, WorkSession
January11, 2010, WorkSession
February16, 2010, CouncilMeeting
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April14, 2010, WorkSession
B. ApprovalofTentativeWorkingAgenda
C. InitiationofPublicCommentPeriodonProposaltoNameNewWillamette/I-5Bridge

the “WhilamutPassageBridge”    
D. ApprovalofPresidingJudgeTermExtension

CouncilorClark, secondedbyCouncilorTaylor, movedtoadopttheConsentCalendar.    
Rollcallvote:  themotionpassedunanimously, 8:0.    

3.  PUBLICHEARING:   
EugeneWater & ElectricBoardWaterRights

CityManagerRuizintroducedthetopic.  Hesaidthehearingwasanopportunityforthecounciltohear
fromthepublicontheEugeneWater & ElectricBoard (EWEB) waterrightsissueanditsproposalto
providewatertotheCityofVeneta.  HesaidthatactionwasscheduledforJune28, 2010.    

MayorPiercyopenedthepublichearing.   

KevinMatthews POBox1588, PresidentofFriendsofEugene, objectedtoEWEB’sproposaltosell
watertoVeneta.  HesaidFriendsofEugenewaschallengingtheactionasithadmajorgrowth
implications.  Hesaidwaterrightswerecomplicatedandmulti-layeredbuthedidnotthinktherewasany
tickingclockdeadline” otherthantheunstatedgoalsofVenetaandEWEB.  Hecalledonthecouncilto

takeitstimeandunderstanditsoptionsaswellastakethegrowthimplicationsoftheactionintoaccount.      

AshleyMiller 2675NorkenzieRoad, objectedtoEWEB’sproposaltosellwatertoVeneta.  Shesaidthat
EWEBwasactingbeyonditscharterauthority.  Shesuggestedthatthesalewouldencourageunsustainable
growthbycreatingbedroomcommunitiesthatpromotedtravelandaddedtogreenhousegasemissions.   
Ms. Milleralsofearedthatthesalewouldsetaprecedentforsalestoothercommunities.  Shesaidthatthe
waterrightsintheMcKenzieRiverwerenotfullyappropriatedandtherewasno “backoftheline” to
returnto, ashadbeensuggested.      

KathyGing 2878HarrisStreet, opposedEWEB’sproposaltosellwatertoVeneta.  Shenotedthe
loweringwatertableintheruralareasandthefactofgroundwatercontaminationandsuggestedthewest
wasina500-yeardroughtcycle.  Shesaidthatpeoplewereawareofthosefactswhentheymovedtothe
area.  SheaskediftheCityshouldextendwatertothosewitharsenicorhighironlevelsinotherareasof
thecountyaswell.  ShediscussedthedangerofcommutingbackandforthfromVenetaandsaidasa
realtorshedidnotsupportadditionalpropertydevelopmentinVeneta.  Shequestionedwhythe
subdivisionsbeingcreatedinsuchwater-limitedareaswerenotdesignedtoexistappropriatelyinsucha
setting, particularlygiventheanticipationofcontinueddrought.  Ms. GingdidnotthinkthatEWEBshould
besellingwatertoVenetawhenthecommunitymightneedthewaterforitsownagriculturaluse.      

MichaelMattick Region2StateWaterMaster, introducedhimselftothecouncilandvolunteeredto
answeranyquestionscouncilorsmighthavethatwererelatedtowaterrights.  Heprovidedcopiesofhis
businesscardtothecouncil.    
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thHowardBonnett 1835East28 Avenue, wasconcernedabouttheplanningimplicationsoftheproposal
andrecalledthathehadbeenonthePlanningCommissioninthe1960sand1970swhenthecommission
discussedtheurbanserviceboundary.  Itwascalledanurbanserviceboundarybecauseitwasintendedto
restrictserviceoutsidetheboundaryandfacilitateinfillandrestrictsprawl.  Heobjectedtogivingwaterto
Venetasoitcouldgrow, particularlyinlightofprojectedwaterconsumption.  Venetaresidentsoftendrive
toEugenefortheirwork, whichisantitheticaltothecommunity’sattemptstocombatclimatechange.  He
feltitwasabigmistaketomoveforward.  HeaverredthattheMcKenzieRiverkeptthewaterqualityof
theWillametteRiveracceptable, andsuggestedthatsuchusewasmoreimportantthanVenetaresidents
havingdrinkingwater.  Mr. Bonnettrecommendedthatthecouncilstudyflowprojectionsforbothriversto
determinehowmuchwaterwasreallyavailable.    

JanWilson WesternEnvironmentalLawCenter, submittedhercommentsinoppositiontoEWEB’s
proposaltosellwatertoVenetainwriting.    

KarenBooth 3015EmeraldStreet, didnotwantEWEB, astheCity’sagent, toactwithouttheCity’s
consentinsellingwatertoVeneta.  ShewasalsoconcernedthatCitywaterrightswouldbeusedto
facilitateurbansprawl.  Shesaidthatitwasawayofgettingaroundtheurbangrowthboundary, which
wasestablishedforagoodreason.   

MayorPiercyclosedthepublichearing.    

CouncilorClarkrecalledthatduringtherecentcouncilworksession, hehadheardthatitwouldtake120
yearstoperfectthenextMcKenzieRiverwaterrightandthatthesaletoVenetawenttowardfurthering
thatend.  Heaskedwhatwouldberequiredtoperfectthewaterrightinitsentirety.  Intergovernmental
RelationsDirectorBrendaWilsonsaidshedidnothaveexactfigures, butbelievedthatthethirdandfinal
waterrightontheMcKenzieRiverwasdividedinto25percentchunks.  EWEBdidnotbelievethatcurrent
growthprojectionswouldallowthecommunitytohitthetargetthattriggeredthefirst25percentmark.  In
ordertosecurethewaterright, EWEBwouldhavetocertifythewaterin25percentchunks, andthe
servicetoVenetaaswellasprojectedgrowthwouldgiveEWEBabetterchanceofhittingthefirst25
percent, whichguaranteedthecommunitytheuseofthewaterandgaveittimetofigureouthowtosecure
thenext25percentallocation.  ShesaidthatEWEBcouldcertifyasmalleramount, butthecommunity
wouldthenloseitsrightstoseektheremainingrightsupto100percentoftheright.  Inthefuture, ifthe
communitywantedadditionalwater, itgotintothe “backoftheline.”      

CouncilorBrownstatedtherewasnodatefromtheWaterCommissionforperfectingtherights.  Ms.  
WilsonsaidtheStateLegislaturepassednewlawsregardingwaterrightperfectionsforOregon
municipalitiesbecauseofwaterhoardingissues.  Currently, thetimelinewasnotclear; itwassomewhere
betweenfiveandtwentyyears.  ShesuggestedtheStatewouldrealizeifacommunitywasnotmoving
towardcertificationofitswaterrights; ifitappearedamunicipalitywasmovingtowardcertification, the
Statewasmorelikelytoissueanextensionoftimeforcertificationormovingtowardthenext25percent
thanitwouldifthemunicipalitywasnotmakingareasonableefforttowardcertification.    

CouncilorBrownaskedifEWEBhadanestimateofwhenEugenegrowthwouldachievethetargetwithout
watersalestoanothercommunity.  Ms. Wilsonsaidthatthoseprojectionswouldnotberealizedformore
than50years, andEWEBdidnotbelievethattheStatewouldconsiderthatareasonableamountoftime.   
CouncilorBrownconcludedthatEWEBdidnotbelievethatbuthesuggestedithadnotbeentoldthatby
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theState.  Ms. Wilsonagreed, sayingthatthenewlawspassedin2005weremeanttoaddresslong-held,  
uncertifiedwaterrights.  Atthattime, areasonabletimewasconsideredfiveyears.    

CouncilorBrownspeculatedthatEWEBwouldhavetosellmorewatertomorecommunitiestoreachthe
targetinareasonabletime.  Hefurtherspeculatedthatfearsaboutthewaterrightscouldspursalestoother
communitiessuchasCreswell, JunctionCity, andCoburg.    

CouncilorZelenkasaidthatanotherwholesalewatersalebeyondthesaletoVenetawouldbeneededto
reachthenext25percenttarget.  HequestionedhowmuchmorewaterEWEBwouldhavetoselltoreach
thenext25percent.    

CouncilorZelenkarecalledthathehadaskedwhowasinlinefortheMcKenzieRiverwaterrightsnow,  
andthecouncilhadlearnedthattherightswerenotfullyallocatedandtherewasasurplusof200million
gallonsandanadditional18milliongallonsthatEugenehadtherightsto.  Heaskedwhatwouldhappenif
EWEBdidnotperfectallthefuturerightsandthenfiledforawaterrightimmediately, andwhattheimpact
ofthatwouldbe.  Ms. WilsonsaidthatEWEBwouldhavetohopethattherewouldbewateravailable.   
SheunderstoodthattwopermitshadbeenappliedforontheMcKenzieRiver, whichwastheonlybodyof
itssizeinOregonwithwaterstillavailableforappropriation.  Shereportedthattherewasalsoanin-stream
waterrightrelatedtowaterflow; anyoneontheothersideofthatwaterrighthadajuniorwaterright.  If
flowwaslimitedbydrought, theStatecouldstepinandrequirejuniorwaterrightholders, whichwould
includeEugeneifitgottothebackoftheline, toshutofftheirwater.  ShesaidthatEWEBwantedtoboth
protectitswaterrightandthe1961datestampthataccompaniedit.  Theonlywaytodothatwastoputthe
watertobeneficialuse, whichcouldincludeservingunanticipatedgrowthinEugene.  ShesaidtheCity
wouldnotcomeclosetoneedinganother25percentincrementfortwodecades.  CouncilorZelenka
questionedhowmanymorewatersalesEWEBwouldneedtomaketoperfectthewaterright.  City
ManagerRuizindicatedstaffwouldreturnwiththatinformation.    

CouncilorZelenkaaskedifVenetacouldclaimawaterrightontheMcKenzieRiver.  Ms. Wilsonsaidyes.   
However, itwouldhavetobuildatreatmentplant.  TheCitywasrunningthatscenariothroughthetriple
bottomlinetool.    

CouncilorClarksaidthatEWEBCommissionerJohnBrownspokeofotherrightsfartherdowntheriver,  
andaskediftherewasanothermunicipalitywiththecapacitytosellwatertoVeneta.  Ms. Wilsonwasnot
awareofanysuchmunicipalitybutacknowledgedshewasnotawareofallthemunicipalitieswithwater
rightsandwouldhavetodomoreresearch.     

CouncilorBrownaskedWaterMasterMattickaboutthetwoentitiesthatappliedforwaterrights.  Mr.  
Mattickindicatedthataprivateentity, WhiteWaterRanch, hadappliedforirrigationrightsfromthe
McKenzieRiverandGooseCreek.  ThatentitycouldgetacontractuseforstoredwaterfromtheBLMand
couldtakethatwaterfromtheriverforirrigation.    

WaterMasterMatticksharedinformationabouttheState’swaterrightpermitapplicationrequirementsand
emphasizedthebenefitsofcertification.  Hesaidonceacertificatewasissued, theStatecouldputnomore
conditionsonit, whereastherightdevelopedunderanextensioncouldbeconditional.    

SpeakingtoCouncilorBrown’squestionaboutthedeadlinefortheperfectionofwaterrights, Water
MasterMatticksaidthatEWEB’stimeframeforperfection, 2074 – 2123, wasatimeframebeyondwhat
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theStatetypicallyconsideredintermsofextensions.  Heconfirmedtherewasadeadline.  Thedeadlinehad
alreadybeenextendedmultipletimes.  IfEWEBdidnotsecureanotherextension, theStatewould
certificatetheneedthathadbeendemonstrated.       

WaterMasterMattickconfirmedthattherewasunallocatedwaterintheMcKenzieRiverandeach
applicationwouldbereviewedandwouldbesubjecttoapublicprocess.  Astimewenton, itwouldbe
hardertosecureapermit.  Healsoconfirmedtherewasnoothermunicipalitythatcouldsellwaterto
Veneta.    

RespondingtoaquestionfromCouncilorZelenka, CityAttorneyGlennKleinindicatedthatthematter
beforethecouncilwasnotalanduseissuesothecouncildidnothavetoholdtherecordopen.  Staffwould
attachanysubmittedtestimonytothenextcouncilagendaitemsummaryrelatedtotheitem.  Hesuggested
thatanyadditionalmaterialsbeprovidedtothecouncilbyJune21by5p.m.  

CouncilorTaylorbelievedthe “CitycouldtakeEWEBbackifitwantedto.”    

4.  ACTION: 
HumanRightsCommissionMembership

CouncilorClark, secondedbyCouncilorTaylor, movedtoconcurwiththeHumanRightsCommission
recommendationtoremovethePosition6incumbentfromthecommissionandfillthevacancyfromthe
non-commissionmembersofthecommission’sstandingcommittees.    

CouncilorTaylor, secondedbyCouncilorZelenka, movedtoamendthemotionbymaking
the councilthebodythatmakestheappointment.    

HumanRightsCommissionstaffHollyLeMasurierindicatedthatthecodecallsforthecommissionto
appointamemberfromamongitsstandingcommittees.    

CouncilorTaylorwithdrewhermotion.  CouncilorZelenkawithdrewhissecond.    

RespondingtoaquestionfromCouncilorPoling, Ms. LeMasurierindicatedthatthecommissionerin
questionwouldhavemissedsixmonths, includingtwoabsencesbeforeaproposedleave.    

RespondingtoaquestionfromCouncilorClark, Ms. LeMasurierindicatedtheterminquestionwasdueto
expireinJuly.    

CouncilorClarkconcurredwithCouncilorPoling’sremarks.   

CouncilorPolingsaidhedidnotunderstandwhatwasgoingonandforthatreasonwouldnotsupportthe
motion.    

CityManagerRuizsaiditwasnotmerelyanissueofmissedmeetings, butananticipatedabsencethat
wouldmeanatotalofsixmeetings, orhalftheindividual’sterm, wouldbemissed.  CouncilorPoling
pointedoutthataleaveofabsencecouldbegrantedbythecommission.    
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CouncilorBrownsaidtheindividualinquestionalsomissedeventsandsubcommitteemeetingsthatwere
attendedbyothercommissioners.  Itwasnotmerelyaquestionofmissingtwomeetings.    

CouncilorPolingsaidhehadconsiderablerespectforHRCChairLindaHamiltonbuttheletterthatwas
sentwasnotinformativeandlackedtransparency.    

CouncilorPryoragreedthatasignificantpartoftheproblemwasthelackoffullcommunicationaboutthe
rationaleforremovingthecommissionerinquestion.  Heunderstoodtheconcernaboutattendancebutsaid
thatremovingapersonfromacommissionshouldnotbedonecapriciously.  Hedidnothaveenough
informationaboutthesituationtomakeajudgmentatthistime.    

CouncilorOrtiznotedherlong-timemembershiponthecommissionandnotedthattherewasnoprecedent
inhermemory, aspersonswhodidnotattendwereencouragedtoresign.  Shedidnotknowwhythat
approachwasnottaken, butifthechairofthecommissionwasmakingtherequestshewashappyto
supportthemotion.  However, shedidnotperceivethevoteswereinplace.    

CouncilorPryorleftthemeeting.   

CityManagerRuizrecommendedthatthecouncilpostponeactionuntilJune28.    

CouncilorClark, secondedbyCouncilorTaylor, movedtopostponeactionuntilJune28.  
Rollcallvote; themotionpassedunanimously, 7:0.    

MayorPiercyadjournedthemeetingat9:35p.m.    

Respectfullysubmitted,   

BethForrest
CityRecorder

RecordedbyKimberlyYoung)   
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