
MINUTES

EugeneCityCouncil
McNuttRoom—EugeneCityHall
777PearlStreet—Eugene, Oregon

June14, 2010
5:30p.m.  

COUNCILORSPRESENT:  MikeClark, BettyTaylor, JenniferSolomon, AndreaOrtiz, GeorgePoling, Chris
Pryor, AlanZelenka, GeorgeBrown.    

HerHonorMayorKittyPiercycalledtheworksessionoftheEugeneCityCounciltoorder.   

A.  COMMITTEEREPORTSANDITEMSOFINTERESTFROMMAYOR, CITYCOUNCIL, AND
CITYMANAGER

MayorPiercythankedMr. Clarkforfacilitatingcouncilmeetingsinherabsence.  Shereportedthatsheattendedthe
2010RailConferenceheldbytheAmericanPublicTransitAssociation (APTA) inVancouver,  BritishColumbia,  
andhadlearnedagreatdeal.  Shenotedthatshehadbeenoneofthefewelectedofficialsinattendance.  Mayor
PiercyreportedthatshealsometwithrepresentativesoftheCascadiaCorridorgroupandtherailwayvehicle
manufacturerTalgoandfoundthatallwerecommittedtotheplanningprocess.  MayorPiercyreportedthatshewas
formingastatecaucusforrailandwouldserveasco-chairofthatgroup.  Sheinvitedcouncilorstocontactherif
theywishedtobeinvolvedtoagreaterdegree.    

MayorPiercyannouncedthatthekick-offeventfor “SummerintheCity” wasonJune16.    

MayorPiercyreportedtheopeningfortheEnvisionEugeneYouthArtContestwasonJuly2attheAtriumand
wouldstartat5p.m.  ShecongratulatedCityManagerJonRuizforthepositiveprofileofhimrecentlypublishedin
TheRegister-Guard.     

MayorPiercyreportedthatdowntownfoodcartvendorswereaskingtohavethetablesandchairsreinstalledandshe
hopedabalancecouldbefoundbetweentheirneedsandtheneedsofpublicsafety.    

MayorPiercycirculatedabookcommemoratingthemostrecentProjectHomelessConnectevent.   

MayorPiercynotedtheLeagueofOregonCitiesConference, scheduledinEugenefromSeptember23-25.   

Mr. ClarksaidithadbeenanhonortositinfortheMayorandheappreciatedtheopportunity.  Hehadattendedthe
welcominghomeceremonyforColonelJamesDuttonoftheNationalAeronauticsandSpaceAdministrationinthe
Mayor’ssteadandfoundtheeventveryinteresting.    

Mr. ClarkexpressedappreciationforthechancetoparticipateintherecentEnvisionEugeneworkshopsand
anticipatedmorewouldbesharedaboutthoseeventslaterinthemeeting.  HethankedCitystaffformeetingwithhim
todiscusshisconcernsabouttheEugeneComprehensiveLandsAnalysisandtheEnvisionEugeneprocessasit
relatedtodrainagewaysintheSantaClaraarea.  Mr. ClarknotedhisattendanceatthemostrecentPolice
CommissionmeetingonJune10, atwhichthecommissiondiscusseditsworkplan.  Heanticipatedthecommission
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wouldpresenttheworkplantothecouncilsoon.  HecommendedPoliceCommissionChairTamaraMillerforher
work.   

Mr. ZelenkahadalsoattendedthewelcomingceremonyforColonelDutton, whohadbeeninhisclassattheUnited
StatesAirForceAcademy.  HetermedColonelDuttonatruehero.    

Mr. Zelenkasharedacopyofacommemorativeissueofthe1982openingnightplaybillfortheHultCenter, which
featuredaperformancebyMarilynHorne.  Henotedthathehadbeenthekeynotespeakeratthegraduating
ceremonyforUniversityofOregongraduatesintheEnvironmentalStudiesProgram.  Hecongratulatedallthe
graduates.  HereportedthathehadattendedthelastmeetingoftheEugeneClimateandEnergyActionPlanCitizen
Committeeandthankedthatgroupfortheworkithaddoneoverthelast12months.  Hehadalsoattendedpartofthe
recentthree-dayEnvisionEugeneworkshops.    

Mr. ZelenkasaidheenjoyedreadingthearticleaboutCityManagerRuiz.  HenotedtheupcomingJune16
SustainabilityCommissionmeeting, atwhichitwoulddiscussitsactionandworkplans.    

Ms. OrtizannouncedthattheLaneRegionalAirProtectionAuthoritywasdoinganoutreacheventattheRedCross
onJune16forwestEugeneresidentsconcernedabouttheirairquality.   Shereportedshehadattendedthefirstday
oftheEnvisionEugeneworkshopsandfoundtheeventtobeinspiringbecauseofthenumberofresidentswhowere
willingtoworktogether.  Shelookedforwardtotheresults.  ShesaidtheOregonHispanicCommissionmeetingshad
conflictedwiththesecondday.  ShehadalsoattendedtherecentGANASProgramAssemblyatKellyMiddleSchool
forLatinoYouthandEmpowermentGroup, “IntheSpiritofCesarandDolores” andfounditveryentertaining.  She
hadalsoattendedthegraduationceremonyfortheEugeneAlternativeHighSchoolandsaidallthekidsgottotalk
abouteachotheranddiscusswhattheyhonoredineachother.    

Ms. OrtizreportedthatsherecentlyhadbreakfastwithMelPineandhisCEOgroup, whichmeetsquarterly. She
reportedthatshereceivedthe “MilkToastAward” attheWeAreBethelCelebration.  Shehadbeengladtohave
LornaFlormoewithherattheevent.  LornahadworkedwithherontheinitialWeedandSeedgrant.  Ms. Ortiz
observedthatithadbeennineyearssinceEugenehadbeenawardedthegrant.   

Mr. PryorreportedthattheHousingPolicyBoardmetonJune7toreviewapplicationsforthenexthousingproject
neartheoldWestmorelandSchool.  Heenvisionedarecommendationwouldbeforwardedtothecouncilsoon.  He
hadattendedtherecentBaileyHillSafetyPlazadedicationonMay18andcommendedthequalityoftheevent.    

Mr. PryornotedanupcomingspecialmeetingoftheWestEugeneEmXExtensionCorridorSteeringCommitteeto
reviewtheresultsofarecentopenhouseregardingroutingoptions.  HereportedthattheLaneCouncilof
GovernmentsBoardofDirectorswouldmeetonJune24inFlorencetodiscussits “prosperityagenda” items.    

Mr. PolingcongratulatedhisgrandsonKyleronhisrecentgraduationfrommiddleschool.    

Mr. BrownsaidheattendedaHumanRightsandEquityForumattheBakerCenter.  Heregrettedthepoor
attendanceandsaidtherehadbeeninterestingconversations.  Afterthecouncil’sdiscussionofthepotentialthat
EWEBwouldsellwatertoVenetahehadattendedapublicforumonthesubjectwheresomegoodquestionswere
askedandhewasabletofurtherhisknowledgeofthetopic.    

Mr. Brownsupportedthereinstallationoftablesandchairstoassistthedowntownfoodvendors.  Hedidnotthink
eighttableswereenoughtoservefivebusinesses.  HehopedtheCitycoulddosomethingtoassistthem.   
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Ms. SolomonsaidshealsoattendedtheWeareBethelCelebration.  Shesaideveryyeartheeventgotbetterandit
capturedwhattheBethelcommunitywasallabout.  Shethankedstaffforitsworkincoordinatingtheevent.    

Ms. SolomonrecognizedtheretirementofCommunityDevelopmentDirectorRichieWeinmanandcommendedMr.  
Weinmanforhislong-timeserviceandwishedhimthebest.   

Ms. Tayloralsosupportedreinstallationoftablesandchairsdowntownasotherwiseitwashardtofindaplacetosit
duringFirstFridayArtWalksandotherevents.    

Ms. TaylorreportedshehadsuggestedtosomepeoplehangingaroundtheCountycourthousethattheycleanupthe
areaandtheyhadrespondedthattheywouldiftheyweregivensomeequipment.  Shewashappytoknowthatpeople
wouldbeabletoworkofftheircommunityserviceobligationsbycleaningdowntownbutcontinuedtobelieveit
wouldbeapositivethingiftheCityhiredyoungpeopletodothatwork.    

Ms. TaylorhadattendedthemostrecentmeetingoftheMcKenzieWatershedCouncilandsaidthecouncilcontinued
toworkwithprivatepropertyownersonriverbankcleanupandrestorationprojects.  ShesaidtheSoutheast
NeighborshadmetthepreviousweekandhadgonethroughaminiatureEnvisionEugeneprocess.  Sheannounced
theCrestNeighborswouldmeetthenexteveningtocelebratecompletionofitsneighborhoodhistoryproject.     

Ms. SolomondeterminedfromCityManagerRuizthatthestaffwasalreadyworkingontheissueoftableandchairs
tosupportdowntownfoodvendors.    

CityManagerRuizreportedthattheFireandEmergencyMedicalServicesDepartmenthadanewfirefighterrecruit
class.  HehadattendedsomeoftheeventsintherecentNationalCollegiateAthleticAssociationOutdoorTrackand
FieldChampionshipsheldatHaywardFieldattheUniversityofOregoncampusinEugeneandcommendedthe
qualityoftheeventandtheeventorganizers.  HelookedforwardtotheOlympicTrialsatHaywardFieldin2011.   
CityManagerRuizreportedthathehadalsoattendedtherecentBravoBreakfastandsaiditwasagreateffortto
bringtheartsandbusinesscommunitytogether.    

CityManagerRuizsaidMr. Weinmanwouldbemissedbothbytheorganizationandthecommunity.  Hethanked
Mr. Weinmanforallhiswork.    

Ms. OrtizhopedtheCitywascommittedtohavinganindividualsuchasMr. Weinmanworkingontheissuesof
homelessnessandaffordablehousing.  CityManagerRuizassuredherthatwasaCitypriority.   

MayorPiercysaidthetrackandfieldeventsheldatHaywardFieldwereademonstrationofsportsmanshipand
audienceparticipationinitsbestsense.  Sheexpressedappreciationtoallthoseinvolved.    

MayorPiercyrecognizedtherewere22,000studentsattendingcollegeclassesinEugeneandcongratulatedthosewho
weregraduatingandwishedthemwell.  Shealsocongratulatedthegraduatinghighschoolstudents.    

B.  WORKSESSION:    
EugenePoliceDepartmentTaserPolicy
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ThecouncilwasjoinedbyPoliceCommissionChairTamaraMillerandcommissionmemberMarilynNelson.  Ms.  
Millerrecalledthepreviouscouncilworksessiononthetopicandupdatedthecouncilontheworkthecommission
haddoneonthepolicysincethattimeandthemanyopportunitiesthepublichadtocommentonthecommission’s
policyrevisions.    

Ms. Nelsonreviewedtherevisedtaserpolicy.  

MayorPiercysolicitedcouncilquestionsandcomments, firstrecognizingcommissionmembersMr. BrownandMr.  
Clark.    

Mr. Brownthankedcommissionmembersfortheirworkonthepolicy.  Whilehedoubtedthepolicywouldeverbe
perfected, Mr. Brownbelievedtherevisedpolicywasanimprovementoverthepreviouspolicy.  HefoundSection
309.4(1) and (2) somewhatcomplicatedandhopedthattrainingwouldhelpofficersdistinguishthedifference
betweensections.  HehadreviewedthepolicylanguageusedinDenver, Colorado, whichseemedclearer, andasked
ifthathadbeenexamined.  Mr. BrownthoughtthatDenver’spolicylanguagerelatedtonousewasclearerthan
Eugene’slanguage.  Hesaidifhewastochangeanythinghewouldaddbacktheword “physical” toSection
309.4(a)(2).  Hesaidthecommunitywantedthepolicytobeasclearaspossibleforthesafetyofallconcerned.    

Mr. ClarkthankedthePoliceCommissionforallitshardworkonthepolicy.  Heparticularlyrecognizedthe
contributionsofthecommission’sUseofForceSubcommittee.  Hesaidtheprocessinvolvedagreatdealofreview
andpublicinput.    

SpeakingtoMr. Brown’sconcernsregardingSection309.4(a)(2), Mr. Clarksaidtheword “physical” wasdeleted
afterPoliceChiefPeteKernshadaskedthecommissiontowhatsituationsithadenvisionedthewordwouldapply.   
Thecommissionhaddiscussedapersonholdingaknifewhodisobeyedanordertodroptheknifebutwhotookno
activephysicalstepsforward; aspreviouslywritten, thepersonwouldnotbesubjecttobeingtaseredbecausethey
madenophysicalmovement.  However, theindividualwasstillanimmediatethreat.  Thatexamplehadprompteda
commissionmajoritytoremovetheword.    

Mr. Clarkreferredto309.4(4), whichspoketoconsiderationofotheroptionsandsaidhewaschallengedbythe
commission’srequestthatofficersconsiderotheroptionsbecausetherewasconsiderableworkdonetoestablishthe
useofforcestandard.  Itwas “allnecessaryforce” ratherthan “leastnecessaryforce,” andtherewasadifference.    

MayorPiercyaskedPoliceAuditorMarkGissinertospeaktothepolicy.  Mr. Gissinersaidhisprimary
responsibilitywastoevaluateofficerconductbasedonadoptedpoliciesandprocedures, sohefirstaskedhimselfif
thepolicywasunderstandabletoofficers.  Hebelievedthatwiththepropertraining, whichwasakeycomponent, the
policywasunderstandable.  Mr. Gissineralsoaskedhimselfifhecouldeffectivelyevaluatepoliceconductusingthe
policy, andtheanswerwasyes.  Heaskedhimselfifthepolicywasconsistentwithnationalstandards; hebelievedit
was.    

Mr. Gissineremphasizedtheimportanceofofficertraining, particularlytrainingregardingthementallyill, andhoped
theappropriatetreatmentofmentalillnesswasamajorconsiderationintraining.  Healsonotedthatthedevicewould
betestedbiannuallyandhesupportedannuallytestingasrecommendedbytheInstituteofJustice.    

Mr. Gissinerobservedthatthedeathsthatoccurredfromtheapplicationofataser, eitherfromacontributingor
primarystandpoint, weregenerallyfromapplicationsthatwerelongerthanfiveseconds.    
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Mr. Gissineremphasizedtheimportanceofthoroughandaccuratereportingfrombothsupervisorsandofficers.  He
alsofeltthattheissueofaftercarewasveryimportant.    

Mr. GissinerconcludedbysayinghefoundthepolicyworkableforboththePoliceDepartmentandthePolice
Auditor’sOffice.     

Mr. Pryorexpressedappreciationforalltheworkdonebythecommission.  Hesaiditwasadifficultpolicytocreate
becausethecommissionwasdefiningtherulesofengagementfortheworstcasescenarios, ratherthanthebestcase
scenarios.  Hebelievedthecommissionhadcreatedapolicythataddressedadifficultsituationinthebestpossible
way.  Mr. Pryorwantedapolicythatwasasrespectfulaspossibletobothsidesinvolved.  Hedidnotwanttoplace
anofficeratunnecessaryrisk.  HealsodidnotwanttoeverthinkataserwouldbeusedinEugenearbitrarily,  
casually, orwithoutjustification.  Forthatreason, Mr. Pryorwantedapolicythatwasusefultoofficersandpotential
perpetratorsalike.  Hewasgratefulfortheworkthecommissionhaddoneandwaspreparedtosupportthepolicy.    

Ms. OrtizalsothankedthemembersoftheUseofForceSubcommitteeandthePoliceCommission.  She
acknowledgedtheconsiderableamountofworkthathadbeendoneandthankedMs. Millerforherworkaschair.   
Shehadattendedmanymeetingswherethepolicyhadbeendiscussedandsaidthecommentsmadebycommission
membersandmembersofthepublichadbeeninterestinganduseful.  Shehopedthedepartmentcouldusethepolicy.   
SheexpressedappreciationtoMr. Gissinerforhiscomments.   

Ms. Taylorthoughtitwasuptothecouncilratherthanthedepartmenttodecidewhetherthepolicyshouldbe
adoptedasitwastheorganization’spolicy-makingbody.  SheaskedCityManagerRuizforcomment.  CityManager
RuizsaidthattheCitywasseekingfeedbackfromthecouncil.  HebelieveditwaswithinPoliceChiefPeteKerns’  
purviewastohowtodeploythetool.  Ms. Tayloraskedifthecouncilcoulddecidenottohavethetaserasatool.   
CityManagerRuizsaidyes.  Ms. TaylorsuggestedamoratoriumontheCity’suseoftasersuntilmorepublic
involvementcouldoccur.  CityManagerRuizsaidhewouldcertainlytakeamotionpassedbythecounciltothat
effectasguidance.    

Ms. Taylorbelievedthepolicyshouldbewithinthecouncil’spurviewgivenitsimpactonthepublic.  Sheaskedhow
manytimesthetaserwasusedlastyear.  Ms. Nelsonindicatedthetaserwasemployed49timesbetweenJanuary
2007, andJanuary2009.  SinceJanuary1, 2010, therehadbeentenactivationsinnineincidents.  Ms. Taylorasked
howmanytimesagunwouldhavedeployedinthoseinstances.  Ms. Millersaidthatinthepilotproject, officers
wouldhaveusedagunsixtimes.    

Ms. Taylordidnotrecallmanytimeswhengunshadbeenusedbyofficersagainstperpetrators.  ChiefKerns
indicatedthatthedepartmentdidnothavegoodfiguresonthetimeswhendeadlyforcewouldhavebeenauthorized,  
butofficerswerefrequentlyinvolvedinsuchsituations.  Hesaidthatthepilotprojectgavethedepartmentan
opportunitytoquantifythat.  Ms. Taylorspeculatedthattheofficerswouldnothaveuseddeadlyforcebutthetaser
couldbelethal.  Sheaskedwhatwouldhavehappenedduringthepilotwithouttasers.  ChiefKernssaidtheofficers
wouldhavehadtouseanotherkindofforce, withtheoutcomebeinganinjurytotheofficer (40percentmore) or
subject (60percentmore).    

Ms. Tayloraskedwhatde-escalationtechniqueswere.  ChiefKernssaidthedepartmentusedcrisisintervention
training (CIT) toteachofficershowtocalmsomeoneintoacompliantstate.  Therewereanumberofproductsthat
taughtofficersverbalde-escalationtechniquesthatallowedtheofficertogaincompliance.  Heclarifiedthatthose
techniqueswereemployedbeforeataserwasdeployed, notafterdeployment.    
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Ms. Taylorbelievedthecouncilshouldholdapublichearingonthepolicyandmakeadecisiononitsuse.    

MayorPiercysaidherpositionhadoriginallybeeninsupportoftasersinlieuoflethalweapons, butshehad
subsequentlylearnedthatthereweresituationswhereitbecamedesirableforanofficertoemployatasertoavoidthe
needtousealethalweapon.  Sheacknowledgedthatwasajudgmentcallonthepartoftheofficer.  Shepointedout
thatitwasthedepartment’sgoaltoavoidhavingtohurtsomeone.    

Mr. ZelenkathankedMs. MillerandMs. Nelsonforthemanyhoursofworkthecommissionspentontheissue.  He
suggestedthepolicywasabalancebetweentheneedtokeepofficersoutofharm’swayandprotectionofcitizens.   
Hefoundtheminorityreportveryhelpful.    

Mr. Zelenkasuggestedthepolicybeforethecouncil, duetothefactitwascontroversial, wasunderthepurviewof
thecouncil.   

RespondingtoaquestionfromMr. Zelenka, ChiefKernsindicatedthatitwasthedepartment’spracticetosummon
EmergencyMedicalServicesdirectlyafteranindividualwastasered.  Thatwouldnotchangeundertherevised
policy.    

Mr. Zelenkanoteddisagreementamongcommissionmembersaboutwhetherpoliceofficersshouldbetaseredin
training, andthefactthetrainingdidnotrequiretasering.  Ms. Millerrecalledthattherewassomeliabilityforthe
Cityinvolvedinrequiringanofficertobetaseredintraining.  ChiefKernssaidthatdepartmentsvariedinthat
requirementbuthehaddecidedagainstitasunnecessary.  Hepointedoutthedepartmentdidnotrequirethatofficers
bestruckbybatonsorotherlesslethalformsofforce.    

Mr. PolingaskedChiefKernstosharehisopinionofthepolicy.  ChiefKernssaidhethoughtthepolicywasagood
oneandhewascomfortablewiththerecommendedthresholdsasbeingconsistentwithotherdepartmentsaroundthe
country.  Thepolicyallowedthepolicetotreatpeoplehumanelywhilereducingthelikelihoodofinjuryandtheneed
tousedeadlyforce.     

ReferringtoSection309.2ofthepolicy, Mr. Polingsuggestedsemi-annualtestingfortasersinrecognitionofEugene
weatherconditions.    

Mr. PolingquestionedthedeletionoftextinSection309.4(1)(a)(3) thatallowedtheofficertogaincontrolofa
fleeingpersonwiththeuseofataser.  Ms. Nelsonsaidthecommissionfeltthesituationwasalreadycoveredby
Section309.4(1)(a)(2).  Mr. Polingsuggestedthatanofficerwaslikelytobeharmedbysomeoneresistingarrestand
supportedaddingbackthetext.   

Mr. ClarksharedMr. Poling’sconcernsaboutthesafetyofofficersandbelievedthepolicywouldhelpaddressthat
concern.  However, heagreedwithMs. Nelsonthatthelanguagethecommissionadoptedinsubsection (2) addressed
theconcernaboutfleeingsuspects.    

Mr. Clarkreferredtothetextinthepolicythatcalledforanofficertoconsiderallforceoptions, whichhebelieved
waswiseingeneralbutwhichhethoughtwatereddowntheuseofforcestandardtosomedegree.  Hesaidthe
commissionhadalengthydiscussionthattheuseofforcestandardwasnottheleastforcenecessarybutratherall
necessaryforce.  Hepointedoutthatwhenafirebrokeout, residentsdidnotwantthefiredepartmenttousetheleast
waternecessary.  Hethoughtthecasewasthesamewhenanofficerorcommunitymemberwasindanger.  Mr. Clark
saidhehadsupportedremovingthattextbutothercommissionmembersdidnotsharehisconcern.   
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RespondingtoaquestionfromMr. Zelenkaaboutthedeletionoftheword “immediate” fromthephrasethat
previouslyread “createsanimmediatecrediblethreat,” ChiefKernssharedatypicalscenarioinvolvingdomestic
violencetoillustratehowacrediblethreatmightnotbeimmediate.    

Ms. Ortizsaidthepolicywasaboutplacingsafetyfirst.  Sheagreedthattrainingwasimportant, butnotedherown
experienceworkinginanemergencyroomandwitnessingout-of-controlindividualsinmentalhealthcrisiswho
requiredphysicalbrutestrengthtobebroughtundercontrol.  Sheviewedthetaserasatooltoallowthepolicetodo
theirwork.    

SpeakingtoMs. Taylor’sremarks, Ms. Ortizsaidshedidnotknowifshewouldwanttotellthepolicetouseataser
anymorethanshewouldtellPublicWorkswhatsizetirestobuy.  ShebelieveditwasuptoPoliceChiefKernsto
decidewhethertodeploytasersinEugeneandhopedthatthechieftooktheamountofworkthecommissionhaddone
onthepolicyintoconsideration.    

Mr. Pryorsaidthatthepolicyspoketothealternativesthatexistedforofficersandprovidedguidelinesforthe
reasonableuseofthetaser.  Hesaidthecommissionhadattemptedtoprovideguidelinesforreasonablepreemptive
useofthetaser.  Heunderstoodthatpeoplewouldhavedifferentcomfortlevelsinregardtowhatconstituted
reasonablepreemptiveuse.  Mr. Pryorthoughtthecommissiongotclosetodefiningwhatwasdifficulttodefine, but
hebelievedthatthecommissionalsorecognizedthatultimately, officerswouldhavetousetheirjudgmentabout
whentousethetaser.  Hebelievedthepolicymightrequireadditionaltweaksbutconsidereditastepforward.    

Ms. TayloraskedChiefKernsiftherewereanysituationsthatwouldhavehaddifferentoutcomesiftherevised
policyhadbeeninplace.  ChiefKernsdidnotknow.  Hesaidthepolicysetahighstandardfortheuseofthetaser
butwasonlyoneelementofalargeroverallapproachtowardreducingthedepartment’suseofforce.  Heemphasized
theimportanceoftraininginreducingforceaswellastheimportanceoftheotherfactors, suchashowacallwas
dispatchedandhowanofficerpositionedhimselforherselfintheresponse, inreducingforce, makingitlesslikely
thatthedepartmentwouldhavetousethetaser.    

Mr. Brownagreedthattrainingwasakeyfactorinreducingtheuseofforce.  Hesaidthatultimately, thecitizens
decidedonthejobdescriptionforpoliceofficersaswellasotherCityemployees, andtheultimatedecisiontouse
tasersrestedwiththecouncilinconsultationwiththedepartment.    

Mr. Brownwaswillingtoacceptthepolicywiththeacknowledgementitmightneedtoberefinedinthefuture.  He
envisionedthepossibilitythatthecouncilmightdecideitdidnotwanttousetasers, andnotedthatbothMemphis,  
TennesseeandSanFrancisco, California, didnotusetasers.    

MayorPiercybelievedChiefKernswouldtakeallthecouncilinputtoheart.  Sheconcededthatthetaserwasa
controversialtoolbutrecalledthatthecommunityhadaskedthattheCityemploythemasanalternativetomore
lethalweapons.  SheacknowledgedtasersweredangerousbuttheCitywantedtousethemcarefullyasthat
alternative.  MayorPiercybelievedthePoliceDepartmentwasadmiredforitsrareuseofweaponsandhopedthe
sameapproachwastakentotaseruse, inthattheywererarelybutappropriatelyused.    

MayorPiercyappreciatedthefactthatthecommissionandchiefacknowledgedthepolicyneededtoberevisedand
thattheyrecognizedotherchangesmightbeneeded.    
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MayorPiercysaidthatsomecitizensdidnotwanttheCitytousetasersatallbutshebelievedtherewerelegitimate
usesfortasersandthattheCitywouldusetheminawaythatsatisfiedcommunitystandards.    

Mr. Zelenkareiteratedhisbeliefthatthepolicyrepresentedararesituationwherethecouncilshouldtakepurview.   
Hethoughtotherwise, thepolicywouldremaincontroversial.  Heindicatedhewaswillingtoacceptthepolicyas
written.  Hethankedthecommissionforitshardworkandforproposingthewell- thought-outrevisions.  Hecalled
foracouncilvoteonthepolicy.    

MayorPiercyexpressedconcernthatoutsideofthefacttherewasapurviewquestion, amotioncouldtiethehandsof
theorganizationwhenitcametomakingchangestothepolicy.  Shesuggestedthatratherthanapproveoradoptthe
policy, thecouncilcouldacceptit.    

Mr. Zelenkanotedhisownuseoftheword “accept,” whichappliedcouncilacceptanceofreportsthatweresubjectto
change, asopposedtodocumentsorpoliciesthatthecounciladopted.    

Mr. PolingindicatedhecouldnotacceptthepolicyduetohisconcernsaboutSection309.4(1).      

Mr. PolingindicatedsupportforleavingthepolicywithinthepurviewoftheManagerandPoliceChief.    

Ms. Taylorbelievedthatthepolicywasthepublic’sbusinessandthepublicwasveryinterestedinthepolicy.  She
againcalledforapublichearing.  Shereiteratedherbeliefthatthepolicywaswithinthepurviewofthecouncil.    

Ms. Ortizbelievedthecouncilhadgiventhesubjectalotoftimebecausethecommunityaskeditto.  Shethoughtthe
councilhadfulfilleditsrolebydirectingthecommissiontoexaminethepolicy, andsherecognizedtheamountof
publicinputthatoccurred.  Shedidnotobjecttoholdinganotherpublichearing, butthoughtthecommission,  
council, andstaffhadalreadygiventhesubjectconsiderabletimeandenergy.    

Mr. Clarkemphasizedthetimethecommissionhadputintotheissue.  Whilehewaswillingtoofferthecouncila
motionrelatedtothepolicy, hepersonallyfeltthatapproachwasinappropriatebecauseheconsideredthepolicyto
belikeanyotherpolicyrecommendationputforthbythecommissiontothechief.  However, hedidnotobjectto
endorsingthepolicy.   

Mr. Clark, secondedbyMs. Taylor, movedtoacceptthePoliceCommission’sdraftpolicyand
endorsetothechief.    

Ms. Taylorindicatedshesecondedthemotionasamatterofformbutwouldnotvoteforthemotion.   

Mr. Pryorthoughtifthecouncilendorsedthepolicy, itplacedastampofapprovalthatsentamessagetothe
communitythatthecouncilhadhearditandendorsedtheworkthatbeendone, butwasnottryingtocontrolit.  He
wantedtobesupportive, andthoughtendorsingthepolicysenttherightmessageofsupport.  Heemphasizedthe
elementofthemotionrelatedtoendorsementofthepolicy.   

Themotionpassed, 6:2; Ms. TaylorandMr. Polingvotingno.   
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C.  WORKSESSION:    
EnvisionEugene—ProjectApproach

Duetoalackoftime, thisitemwasnotaddressed.    

MayorPiercyadjournedtheworksessionat7:25p.m.  

Respectfullysubmitted,   

BethForrest,   
CityRecorder

RecordedbyKimberlyYoung)   
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