
MINUTES

EugeneCityCouncil
McNuttRoom—CityHall

777PearlStreet—Eugene, Oregon

April25, 2012
Noon

COUNCILORSPRESENT: GeorgeBrown, PatFarr, BettyTaylor, AndreaOrtiz, GeorgePoling,  
MikeClark, ChrisPryor, AlanZelenka.    

HerHonorMayorKittyPiercycalledtheApril25, 2012, worksessionoftheEugeneCityCouncilto
order.    

A. WORKSESSION:  
DowntownUrbanRenewalProjects

BusinessLoanAnalystAmandaNobelFlanneryofthePlanningandDevelopmentDepartmentledthe
councilthroughaPowerPointpresentedtitledDowntownUrbanRenewalProjects & theExpenditure

stReviewPanel’s1AnnualReport.  SueCutsogeorgeoftheFinanceDivisionandDennyBraud, Nan
Laurence, andMikeSullivanofthePlanningandDevelopmentDepartmentwerealsopresenttoanswer
questions. 

Councilorsaskedquestionsclarifyingtheinformationpresentedwithaparticularfocusonthestatusand
anticipatedprogressofunfinishedprojects.  Councilorsweregenerallycomplimentaryoftheprogressthat
hadbeenmadeandthankswereofferedtothemembersofthecommittee, ChrisLooney, JoshBurstein,  
TomKamis, DavidMandelblatt, andTamaraIrminger-Underwood.   

RespondingtoinquiriesfromMayorPiercyandMr. Zelenka, Ms. Laurencesaidideasforexpansionor
relocationoftheFarmersMarkethadnotbeenresolvedandmoreworkremainedtobedoneduringthe
fall/winter2012-2013.  AssistantCityManagerSarahMedarysaidthatCitystaffwasworkingactively
withLaneCountyonthespaceissueandexploringanumberofideas.  Ms. Laurenceanticipatedthestaff
wouldreportbackonprogressandsolicitcouncilinput.   

Ms. OrtizaskedwhendowntowncouldbedeemedasuccesssotheCitywouldlookatimprovementsin
otherareasofthecommunity.  MayorPiercysuggestedthatprogressonallfrontswasnotincompatible.   

Ms. TayloradvocatedforfreeparkingonSaturdaysforpatronsofSaturdayMarket.  Sherecalledthattwo
lanesofOakStreethadbeenclosedtoaccommodatethemarketinthepastandthatworked.    

thMayorPiercyrecommendedthat8AvenuebeclosedtoaccommodateSaturdayMarketonatrialbasis
sotheCityandthemarketcouldseehowthatworked.  Shepointedouttheparkinggaragesproximateto
SaturdayMarketwerefreeonSaturdays.  Sheappreciatedthecitizenoversightprovidedbythe
committee.   
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B. WORKSESSION:  
CapstoneCollegiateCommunitiesStudentHousingDevelopmentProject

SeniorPlannerNanLaurenceandUrbanServicesManagerDennyBraudofthePlanningand
DevelopmentDepartmentledthecouncilthroughaPowerPointpresentationtitledCapstoneCollegiate
CommunitiesProposedDowntownStudentHousingProject.  Councilorsaskedquestionsclarifyingthe
detailsofthepresentation. 

Mr. Farrindicatedhisconcernsabouttheprojecthadbeenaddressed.  Heemphasizedtheimportanceof
studenthousingthatwaslocatedneartheUniversityofOregon (UO).  Hewasexcitedbythepotentialof
havingmorestudentsdowntown.  SpeakingtotheproposedMulti-UnitPropertyTaxExemption
MUPTE) soughtbythedeveloper, Mr. FarrpointedouttheCitycouldcollectnotaxesfromhousing

providedbytheUniversity.     

MayorPiercyaskedstafftoconsidertheneedsoftheelderlyanddisabledusingthebicyclepath.  She
alsoaskedthatstaffconsiderrequiringthedevelopertoprovideairconditioningforupperstoryresidents
ofOlivePlaza.  ShequestionediftheCitycouldrequireimprovementstoimprovethefunctionalityofthe
sidewalknearOlivePlaza.    

Ms. TaylorsaidtheMUPTEscoredidnotmeanthecouncilmustapprovetheMUPTEapplication.  She
pointedoutthepropertyinquestionwasoneofthelastvacantpropertiesintheareaandsuggestedit
couldbeputtoabetteruse, likeacountyhospitalorayouthcenter.  Sheexpressedconcernthatstudent
housingdidnotmeetthepurposeoftheMUPTE.  Shedidnotbelievetherewasashortageofstudent
housing.    

Ms. OrtizwaspreparedtotakeactionontheMUPTEapplicationatthistime.  Shesaidtherehadbeen
manyopportunitiesforsomeoneelsetobuytheproperty.  Shebelievedthatifsomeoneboughtaproperty
itshouldbetheirdecisionaboutwhatthepropertycouldbeusedfor.  Shedidnotknowifshewould
supporttheMUPTEiftheCitycouldownthepropertybutsincethatwasnotapossibilityshe
recommendedthatthecouncilmoveon.   

Mr. Brownperceivednocriticalshortageofstudenthousingtojustifytheproject.  Hereviewed
UniversityofOregonenrollmentprojectionsandcontrastedittoavailablehousingandnotedthatdidnot
evenaccountforotherstudenthousingprojects.  Hedidnotseeaneedforthedevelopment.  Heaskedif
theCityneededtosubsidize1,200newbedsgiventhattheexistingsupplywassufficientfortenyears.   
Mr. Brownanticipatedthedevelopmentwouldtakemoneyawayfromexistinglandlords.  Hedidnot
thinktheprojectwasinthepublicinterest.    

MayorPiercyacknowledgedsomewouldneverbesupportiveoftheproposalandsuggestedthatthe
councilgeteveryoneonboardpossibleforthedecisionitneededtomake, andifthattookmoretimeshe
believedthecouncilshouldtakeit.   

Mr. Clarkbelievedthecouncil’sdecisionshouldbesimplegiventhependingbudgetcrisisattheCounty
andtheCity’sownshortfallsinfundingforhumanservices.  Hebelievedtheprojectwasagoodoneand
wouldincreasethepropertytaxrevenuesthatpaidforservices.    

Mr. Pryoragreedwiththemayorthatthecouncilshouldtakeitstime.   
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Mr. PolingencouragedthecounciltoavoidchangingtheMUPTErulesmidwaythroughtheprocess.  He
saidhedidnotconsidertheMUPTEscorealone; heconsideredotherfactors, suchastheoverall
communitybenefitofaproject.    

Mr. Polingrecommendedthatthecouncilconsideraseparateordinanceregardinglong-termon-site
managementformulti-unitprojectsoveracertainsize.     

Ms. OrtizdeclaredapotentialconflictofinterestduetoheremploymentwithPeaceHealth.   

Mr. ZelenkanotedtheletterthecouncilreceivedfromtheSustainabilityCommissioninsupportofthe
project.  Thecommissionhadrecommendedthecouncilcreateamechanismforaccountabilityinregard
tothegreenbuildingaspectoftheproject.  Heaskedhowthecouncilcouldassureaccountabilityoutside
theMUPTEresolution.  Ms. Laurenceindicatedthatthedeveloper’scommitmentscouldbememorialized
intheresolutionadoptedbythecounciladoptingtheMUPTE.  AssistantCityManagerMedaryindicated
thatstaffcouldlookatothertechnicalapproachesaswell.    

Ms. Ortiz, secondedbyMr. Brown, movedtoextendthemeetingfortenminutes.  The
motionpassed, 7:1; Ms. Taylorvotingno.    

Ms. Tayloremphasizedthecouncil’sauthorityovertheMUPTE.  Sheleftthemeeting.    

Mr. BrownfearedthatCapstoneCollegiateCommunitieswouldsellthedevelopmentasithadsold
developmentsinothercommunitiesandwouldnotcontinuetomanageit.  Theproblemsoccurredafter
thedeveloperwasgone, whichheightenedtheimportanceofensuringthedeveloper’scommitmentswere
transferabletoanotherparty.    

MayorPiercyadjournedthemeetingat1:33p.m.  

Respectfullysubmitted,   

BethForrest
CityRecorder

RecordedbyKimberlyYoung)  
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