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Agenda

1 Recap: 
• Housing in Eugene
• What is a Home Energy Score
• Previous Council direction
• Engagement
• Research
• Implementation Needs

2 Draft Ordinance and Code Provisions
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Housing in Eugene
• Condition of housing stock
• Impacts: high energy costs, poor indoor AQ
• Top community priorities:

• Provide education and guidance
• Expand awareness of incentives

Expanding the use of Home Energy Score (HES) is 
one tool that can help achieve these priorities.
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Previous Council Direction 
Work Session (November 17, 2021)

1. Councilor Yeh, seconded by Councilor Syrett, moved to direct the City Manager to
complete a community engagement process and schedule a work session to share
feedback from that process and develop a framework of a draft ordinance requiring 
sellers of residential, single-family homes to obtain and disclose an energy performance
rating prior to publicly listing the home for sale and to include the rating in sale listings.

2. Councilor Yeh, seconded by Councilor Syrett, moved to direct the City Manager to bring
back an implementation plan including potential funding sources for the mandatory
Home Energy Score Program.

3. Councilor Yeh, seconded by Councilor Syrett, moved to direct the City Manager to develop
additional Home Energy Score Program options for renters in alignment with CAP2.0
Action B3.
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Previous Council Direction 
Climate Action Plan 2.0 (CAP2.0)

Action B4:

COE to implement a voluntary Home Energy Score in 
partnership with the Oregon Department of Energy by 
2021. COE to research and report to City Council on 
funding and implementation strategies for a 
mandatory Home Energy Score Program and 
Commercial Benchmarking Program.
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What is a Home 
Energy ScoreTM? 
• Energy assessment tool developed by US Dept of Energy
• $150-$250, about 1 hour to complete
• Completed by licensed energy assessor

What is evaluated?
• Insulation and air sealing
• Heating and cooling

system
• Windows and doors
• Water heating
• And more!

What’s in the report?
• Score on a scale of 1-10
• Details about energy

features
• Energy cost estimates
• Recommendations
• Links to rebates
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HES disclosure 
requirement

The seller of a home would:
• Get a HES
• Include it in online listings
• Allow prospective buyers to view it

Goals: 
• Transparency 
• Education
• Connection to resources

Related Council priorities
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Community 
Engagement

• ~630 people
• Mock debates, community events, group

meetings, interviews, online survey
• What we heard

National 
Research

• Best practices, observed impacts in other
cities, Eugene housing market

• What we learned

8

7

8



Cost Estimates

• Personnel costs
• 0.5 FTE: $90,000

• Non-personnel costs
• Start up: $35,000
• Ongoing: $10,000

• Total ongoing costs: ~$100,000
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Implementation Phases

Phase 1
Policy Foundation 

Phase 2
Regulatory Framework

Phase 3
Program Design

Phase 4
Implementation and 

Evaluation 10
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Draft Ordinance 
and Code
Key Components:
• Requirements
• Administration
• Exemptions
• Expiration
• Effective Date
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realtor

How the 
Requirement 
will Function
• For sellers
• For realtors
• For buyers
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Supporting 
Implementation 
and Compliance
• Outreach before requirement takes effect
• Workforce training
• Approach to enforcement:

• Consistent monitoring
• Provide support to comply
• Possibility of a penalty

Pic city staff/help desk
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In Summary
• Outcomes: expand awareness of home

energy use

• Alignment with previous Council goals,
direction and community engagement

• Draft ordinance and code informed by
extensive research

Next Steps
• Review code
• Hold a public hearing
• Adopt the ordinance
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Q&A, Discussion

Danielle Klinkebiel, Climate Policy Analyst
Ian Penn, Sustainability Manager
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